[Stenting of central airways].
Tracheobronchial stenosis causes severe symptoms such as stridor or dyspnea. Patients who experience these symptoms with inoperable lesions require treatment for palliation of symptoms. In our institution, airway stent placements were performed in 88 patients. The clinical results of stenting for stenosis of the central airways are satisfactory for improvement of the quality of life. Insertion of airway stents and esophageal tubes could improve dysphagia and dyspnea in patients with esophagotracheal fistulas. Recently, several types of prostheses have become available for stenting of airways and each stent has specific features. Therefore it is important for effective and safe stenting to select the type of stent suitable for the condition of each patient.